I10                                  INTRODUCTION

Describing the darkness he recites the famous verse I. 15 limpativa
which recurs in Carudatta in Poverty, I. 19. The child produces light
to show the way. The Jamna is in flood, but the waters divide for"
them to pass. Vasudeva comes across the herdsman Nandagopa carry-
ing a dead girl-baby, daughter of his wife Ya^oda. Nandagopa is
persuaded to substitute the boy Krishna, but finds him too heavy to
lift. Then the action is interrupted by the incursion of Garuda and
the weapons, who recite verses about their prowess, and announce their
intention of going to the herdsmen's station disguised as cowherd boys,
The Discus asks Krishna to make himself lighter, and the weapons and
Garuda disappear. The passage is clumsy, and the Act reads better
without it.

Nandagopa goes off with the boy, and Vasudeva finds the little girl
Is alive, and determines to take her to Devaki, the better to deceive
Kamsa. (A.CT I.) The wicked king Kamsa has strange visions. Young
outcaste women plague him. Then comes the Seer's curse to warn him,
and disputes the ground with the king's Good Fortune, who leaves him,
at Vishnu's command, to the tender mercies of Curse, Bald-head, Yellow-
eye, and other spectres. The king thinks he has been dreaming, but is
troubled by bad omens. He sends for Vasudeva, who tells a lie, that -
Devaki has been delivered of a daughter. The king determines to kill
the girl, and dashes her upon f Kamsa's stone'. The child is transformed
into a goddess of destruction. As Kartyayanl, she enters with a Serpent,
Spear, and other figures. They recite verses, and decide to disguise
themselves as cowherds. The king goes out to make an offering of
expiation. (ACT n.)

In an Interlude the Old Herdsman tells us of many of the Boy's
pranks and exploits. Then Damodara, as they call him, comes on to
lead a rustic dance. He is interrupted by the Dreadnought Bull, really
a demon, whom he slays. Then he gets news of the serpent Kaliya.

(ACT in.)

The Fourth Act is devoted to the struggle with the serpent Kaliya,
while the girls and herdsmen look on from a distance. At the end they
are invited by the king to a great festival, the Consecration of the Bow.
Damodara announces his intention of killing Kamsa. (ACT iv.)

The wicked king has heard disturbing tales of Damodara's prowess,
and determines to have him smashed by a wrestler in the ring. News ,
Is brought of Damodara's entry into Mathura, how he robbed the dhobis,
killed an elephant that was set upon him, cured the humpbacked maiden,
killed the guardian of the archery hall, and broke the Bow in two.
The king's two prize-fighters boast of their strength, but are defeated